___________THE  FIRST TWO  YEARS  ________85
age of creeping, standing, and walking the Negro children
surpassed the Gesell norms. In a number of personal-social
items they were markedly inferior, though they excelled in
such activities as running errands.
INDIVIDUAL     RECORD
Under good environmental conditions babies pass through
important stages of motor, intellectual, and social develop-
ment during their first two years of life. Parents should not,
however, expect their babies to reach a certain stage at a
definite time, for development takes place at different rates.
If, however, a given ability appears markedly earlier than the
age range for children in general, the parent should consider
whether there is any evidence of strain or fatigue. If the
ability seems to be markedly retarded in its appearance, the
parent should study the child's physical and social environ-
ment to see whether experiences should be provided to stim-
ulate the delayed behavior. It appears to be desirable for
children to pass through the normal stages of development
without skipping any completely. There is even some evi-
dence accumulating to show that a stage omitted may be
reverted to later on after the child has gained a degree of
maturity which makes the earlier stage inappropriate.
An accurate long-continued study of development of indi-
vidual children as here outlined may also have some value
for research on the still unanswered question: "What is the
effect of a given sequence on later development?"
Accordingly, the developmental stages which, under ordi-
nary conditions, may be expected during the first two years
are outlined in the following pages. For each item the cen-
tral tendency in age derived from the normative summaries
listed on pages 80-81 is given. Reader should translate the
single figure given into a range covering from two to four
months. For example, the average age of sitting alone is
given as six months, but individuals in the middle 50 per
cent of normal children may sit alone as early as the fifth
month or as late as the seventh month, while the upper and
lower quarters of the distribution show a still wider varia-